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Welcome to the 72nd
LWVK Convention!

As we gather to celebrate
LWVKOSs

in 2017, the League of
Women Voters is 97 years
old; women have voted in
Kansas for 105 years; and
our state is home to nine
local Leagues.

Since 1920, the League

of Women Voters has been
a nonpartisan political
organization that
encourages the informed
and active participation of
citizens in government and
influences public policy
through education

and advocacy.
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CONVENTION SPEAKERS

CRACK THE S.A.F.E. ACT + BANK ON PUBLIC EDUCATION

Bob Eye, J.D., serves on the board of
directors for ACLU of Kansas as well as
the Nuclear Information and Resource
Service in Washington, D.C. Drawing on
his experience as a civil rights attorney,
Bob will speak on the history of voting
rights in Kansas.

The LWVUS liaison to LWVK,

Kim Lauth , CFRE, has more than 25
years of experience in nonprofit
management and fundraising. She will
speak on strategic planning and the work
of the League in these times.

Superintendent of Topeka schools

Tiffany Anderson , Ph.D., is an advocate

for children of poverty and color in public
schools. In 2014, she earned national
recognition from Education Week as one

of Al1l6 Leaders to Leal




LWVK Convention April 29, 2017

ORDER OF BUSINESS

8:30 a.m. REGISTRATION & CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST in Atrium
9:30 a.m. OPENING in Grand Ballroom
CALL TO ORDER & WELCOME
Carole Neal and Marge Ahrens, Co-Presidents
WELCOME
Judy Moler, President, League of Women Voters of Topeka-Shawnee County
Patrick Woods, President of the Board, Topeka Public Schools District 501
INTRODUCTIONS
Convention Chair and President of the LWV Topeka-Shawnee County Judy Moler
LWV of Kansas Board
Cille King, Voters Services and 1st Vice President
Melissa Carlson, Communications and 2nd Vice President
Betty Wyckoff, Secretary
Anita Kaiser, Treasurer
Ellen Miller, Membership
Martha Pint, Membership/Leadership Development
Alan Cowles, Legislative Liaison
Teresa Briggs, Legislative Liaison and Website Coordination
Gwen Elliott, Education Study Chair
Jari Marietta, Development Chair
Nominating Committee
Ann Zimmerman, Chair
Cathy Hoy
Jurina Watts
Betty Wyckoff
Local League Presidents
Johnson County
Lawrence-Douglas County
Emporia-Lyon County
Salina-Saline County
Great Bend-Barton County
Leavenworth-Leavenworth County
Wichita-Metro
Manhattan-Riley County
Topeka-Shawnee County
Members at Large (MALS)
Legislative Observers/Committee
Special Guests: Kim Lauth, LWVUS Liaison to LWVK and Kent Lauth

10:00 a.m. RECOGNITION AWARD

BUSINESS SESSION |: ORGANIZATION OF CONVENTION
APPOINTMENT OF GRACE WILSON, LWVTSC, PARLIAMENTARIAN
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ANNOUNCEMENT OF CONVENTION COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS
CREDENTIALS REPORT AND DECLARATION OF QUORUM: BETTY WYCKOFF
ADOPTION OF CONVENTION RULES

CALL FOR ACTION RESOLUTIONS

REVIEW AND ADOPTION OF ORDER OF BUSINESS

10:15-10:30 a.m. BREAK in Atrium
10:30 a.m. SPEAKER in Grand Ballroom:

BobEye,AiThe Freeze and Thaw Cycle of Voting Rig
11:15-12:00 BUSINESS SESSION I

ROLL CALL OF LOCAL LEAGUES, Betty Wyckoff, Secretary

TREASURER'S REPORT, Anita Kaiser, Treasurer

PRESENTATION OF PROPOSED 2017-18 BUDGETS, Anita Kaiser

ENDOWMENT FUND REPORT, Royceann Mathers, Chair

PRESENTATION OF RECOMMENDED 2017-2018 WATER UPDATE STUDY

PRESENTATION AND ACTION on 2015-2017 UPDATE: THE FINANCING OF PUBLIC
EDUCATION IN KANSAS

NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT (AND ANY NOMINATIONS FROM THE FLOOR)
12:00 p.m. LUNCH & SPEAKER in Alcoves 1-4

Kim Lauth, A Gr owi ng the League in Engagement and |
1:00 p.m. SPEAKER in Grand Ballroom

Superintendent of Topeka Schools Tiffany Anderson, Ph.D.

ACreating an Environment of Success for Chil
2:00 p.m. BUSINESS SESSION llI

CREDENTIALS REPORT, Betty Wyckoff (5 minutes)

CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION OF THE 2017-2018 BUDGET (10 minutes)

CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION OF PROPOSED STUDY (15 minutes)

2:30 p.m. BREAK
2:45 p.m. CO-PRESIDENTS REPORT
Carole Neal and Marge Ahrens, i Or gani z e, Educat e, Litigat e,
3:40 p.m. FINAL BUSINESS SESSION IV
CREDENTIALS REPORT
ADOPTION OF ACTION RESOLUTIONS
REPORT OF ELECTIONS COMMITTEE / ELECTION
RECOGNITION OF CONVENTION COMMITTEES
PRESENTATION OF NEW LWVK BOARD/PRESIDENTS
DIRECTIONS TO THE BOARD
ANNOUNCEMENTS
4:30 p.m. ADJOURNMENT
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CO-PRESIDENTS O EBBAGE

Our tenure as Co-Presidents of the League

League priorities, or appeared at hearings to
support us. You also made extra financial
contributions to support our interns and all of

of Women Voters of Kansas,

our work. Thank you.

like those of other League
leaders, was built on the
knowledge and leadership of
past presidents. It was built on
nearly 100 years of millions of
hours of volunteer time
dedicated to the increase and
protection of democracy for all.
It was built on the practice of
modeling democracy by
welcoming all to membership
d now to include the 16 year
old and the non-citizen, by
demanding transparency in
government so that we might
have the widest participation in
democracy for all.

Letds start thi|s]
reporto by defi[n]|
has been a working board.

These two years in our joint
presidency are surely among
the most remarkable and
privileged of our lives.
Jumping into leadership for the
League of Women Voters of
Kansas was a deep plunge
into both internal and external
workings of the League. Our
first months drove us to issues
of office organization and
assistance. We set out to try
to address the long lists of
voter registrants who had not
brought in documents to
complete their registrations
(because it creates another

t ls &d unnecessary step in the

D gamplicated lives of Kansas
citizens). We walked right into

r U LWy

Numerous projects can be
attributed to tfhe

Carole Neal, Wichita
nweo

the Secretary o
me a n || Rulgmaking intended to throw

board membersdé Tontr
backed and utilized by the full board and
| eader shi p. 't can
for your co-presidents assimilating the
impact of various state laws, participating in
national training, helping to set priorities for
our advocacy, observing the state
environment and struggles of local Leagues,
and preparing testimony and press releases
to offset one set of tricks against the vote or
another. It could mean the biggest and most
power f ul Aweo of al l
actions of you members who informed
yourselves on critical political issues, made
your candidates and legislators think about

a | s lgeadhefargarrivah dVe pretested

but 1 ons allthose embarrassing

thousands off the incomplete registration.
iwe o
vehemently, and with League members from
three Leagues present, even willing to pass
the presentation one to another to get more
time. A few months later we had been invited
to join a Federal law suit as an organizational
plaintiff against the demand for documentary
proof of citizenship when registering under
Federal mandate at the Department of Motor
Yehides and when ugirg the federalvaied e d
registration form.

(Continued on page 6)

t
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(Continued from page 5)

We turned to the
educating the public on the vote still in the
hopes that instruction could take people off
those suspense lists. A joyful and massive
effort between Washburn
University, KTWU, a writer
League volunteer and our
enthusiastic student intern
created a video and teaching
module. Our press releases and
the growing national presence of
our Secretary of State grabbed
the attention of the public. Our
elected officials and their
spokesperson mocked, criticized
and called the League names.
That brought out more of the
finest in journalists and -- stories
published from Topeka to Europe.

We purchased suspense lists first <2"sas

to understand who these people

were who had the most trouble completing
their voter
analysis was limited to our ability to sort by
county, and a volunteer academic team. We
could not wait and did not have the funds to
compare lists with voters and census tracts
and race and resources. Analysis by the
Government Accounting Office among others
showed a 3% drop in voter participation in
the first election after implementation of the
photo ID requirement alone. In Topeka we
compared the turnout between 2008 and
2012 and had found as much as a 35% drop
in voting in a Hispanic neighborhood
between those two national elections.

We started issuing press releases, putting

the suspense lists on our new website, and
eventually sending them to local papers

L e a g u adursd the statet Mope reportdrd becamse o f
interested, did their own analysis comparing
for instance, how elections might have been
changed if local incomplete voter registrants

Receiving the top honor at the national convention in Washington, D.C. for pushing bd

Secretary of Stateds voter | i st

Harris, Ph.D., Chief Executive Officer of the League of Women Voters of the United S

registrati §fReeNaRlqvotg We huill platignhipg

that added to the quality of public thought
and discussion on barriers to the vote in
Kansas.

Then court hearings and decisions related to
Brennan Center and American Civil Liberties
suits in which our Kansas League and
private citizens are plaintiffs dropped like
ripened fruit from the hands of judges in DC,
KC and Topeka. The judgments centered on
the federal issues but also state matters
relating to the right of the Secretary of State
to create a two-tiered system of voters:
meaning DMV and federal form registrants
might vote in only federal elections and
anyone registering on the state form can

Lk agains
pur
htes (cent
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(Continued from page 6)

vote in all. State law does not allow it. (Aha!
Better be watchful!).We testified on invitation
of the Kansas Advisory Committee to the
Commission on Civil Rights. The report of
that testimony shouts to our legislators to get
rid of the Kansas barriers to the vote.

As we write, we stand in the midst of the
Kansas Legislature honoring those who
believe in representative government enough
to run for office, and win, and intent on
educating them in the meaning of the
barriers to vote in Kansas. A Legislative
Observers/Diplomats Corps of volunteers
watch and report to you what is happening
there. At home you are meeting with your
representatives and standing up with them to
the meaning of democracy for all.

The fAjobs doned during
hundreds of volunteer hours by the chair and
committee and members devoted to

updating our School Finance position. They
include hours in verbal deposition and written
statements of fact for court cases. They
include League Day
0 that set the legislators this year thinking
they were being overrun with us! They
include website development and Facebook
and Twitter entries bringing us thousands of
new friends. They include an increase in
members by 18 percent in two years. They
include renewed relationships with
journalists, environmental groups,
naturalizing citizens, voter registrants, and
students. We believe they include respect of
our legislators, and all those coming to us to
learn how to impact and improve democracy
for all.

and

But we did not finish. All Kansas citizens still
face the same barriers to the vote if they use
the Kansas voter registration form. Until the
so-called S.A.F.E. Act is repealed and ease
of voting through Election Day registration
and mail in ballots or even automatic voter
registration and paper ballots and audits at
every level of election become law, the
Kansas vote is closed to many, defied by
extreme politics.

In addition, we did not begin to touch the
menace of money in politics at every level of
government. We have not yet set up a plan
for funding our public schools. We failed to
pass Medicaid expansion. We approach a
new census and redistricting challenge.

We are, however, intent on becoming

experts on elections and the vote, including
hands-on registration assistance for the
young, the dlde thelpooeand tme méwicitzen. t
And we know who we are as a unique and
vital organization: non-partisan, leader in the
protection of democracy and the vote for all.
There is none other the same.

It has been our honor to serve as your co-
pr&igeﬂtg tﬁese%gst t\svowgars.CV\?oH(ihgt al
with extraordinary men and women who are
committed to making a difference in
democracy has been a true pleasure. Your
Board has taken on projects to bring our
League into the future and to set the
foundation for the next 100 years. Read the
following individual reports to understand the
quality of your board members and their
accomplishments on your behalf.

Thank you.

MARGE AHRENS AND CAROLE NEAL
CO-PRESIDENTS

he
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Marge Ahrens, Co-President (Topeka/Shawnee County)
Carole Neal, Co-President (Wichita Metro)

Cille King, Voters Services and 1st Vice President (Lawrence/Douglas County)
Melissa Carlson, Communications and 2nd Vice President (Johnson County)
Betty Wyckoff, Secretary (MAL, Cherryvale)

Anita Kaiser, Treasurer (Johnson County)

Directors & Specialty
Teresa Briggs, Legislative Liaison (Emporia)

Alan Cowles, Legislative Liaison (Lawrence/Douglas County)
Gwen Elliot, State Study Chair (Topeka/Shawnee County)
Jari Marietta, Development/Fundraising (Great Bend)
Ellen Miller, Membership (Johnson County)

Martha Pint, MLD (Wichita Metro)

BOARD REPORTS

Voters Service Report

Voter registration in Kansas has been a moving
target. With the implementation of the SAFE Act in
January 2013, when all new voters needed to
provide proof of citizenship in order to be registered
to vote, to the October 2015 regulation when those
applications without documents would be removed
from the Asuspense
Registration form when, without documents could
only vote in Federal elections, to our current status,
we have kept our local Leagues apprised of the
changes and pending lawsuits.

Kansas current voter registration status without
proof of citizenship:

1 If a person files a Kansas Voter Registration
form, but does not provide proof of citizenship, they
are not eligible to vote, and will be removed from
the Asuspense | isto
is the one on the SOS website and at all County
Election Offices.

1 If a person files a Federal Voter Registration
form or registers to vote at the DMV, but does not
provide proof of citizenship, they are registered to
vote a regular ballot in all elections.

after 90

We encourage all local Leagues to continue with
registering voters with the Federal Voter
Registration form. Registering voters is one of our
primary goals i working for a representative
government. In addition, it puts the LWV in front of
the public, increases membership, and reinforces
our reputation as a non-partisan organization.

| i st o LWYKgecgivRda giant fjom LWYUS ip gl Gfor

New Citizen Voter Registration. Between May to
October 2016, local Leagues registered 465 new
citizens following Naturalization Ceremonies. We
sent postcards to remind them to vote, where they
could find voter information, and their polling place.
We look forward to 2018 state-wide races and an
opportunity to hold candidate forums to better
inform Kansas voters.

Submitted by Cille King

days. The Kansas
Communications

LWVK communications is a combination of social
media platforms and old-fashioned schmoozing.
While | putourco-pr esi dent s o

digestible bites, Marge is under the statehouse

form

t hought
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dome working the lawmakers and media. Marge, Asuspendedod voter | ists. A
Carole, and Cille proof my work for content indicated that was the one thing he knew about

accuracy. League when he arrived in Topekai and t hat 6s
This personal touch has led to dozens of articles in pretty good thing for which to be known.

the past year. We sent eight press releases in the Submitted by Melissa Carlson

first half of the year, and then backed off because
reporters knew when to contact Marge and Carole.

| selected stories of 26 separate events from a State Board Policy, Revised in 2017
variety of sources to feature on our website. Each The previous Board Policy, written in 2005, was out

of those represent one mghhd The Gtdtd BddrdPPRlicyVista'gdidelReor WhH i |

often all three major newspapers, two public radio the Board to use to guide them in the decisions

stations, sometimes a TV station, and small-city they need to provide effective and efficient
papers also covered it. LWVK has made the New management of the organization.

York Times, Governing magazine, the PBS
NEWSHOUR, and NPR.

I n the past year, wedve
editions of our newsletter, VOTER Notes, and six
special editions called Action Alerts. Those go to
our members and a handful of reporters, and
contain links to more detail or resources, often
available at our website. The legislative page of
Iwvk.org has grown the fastest this year, thanks to
our statehouse observers.
bills and linked to 14 written testimonies delivered

to committees. This year, LWVK entered into an
agreement with the Kansas Rural Center to use

During the previous year, the Board reviewed and
IC\)/vrote IO“CX on @ number (ﬂ‘ |§sues that the Board
was facing, mcludmg changes in the ays We
communicate with local leagues, members, and
people not in League. The Policy includes
guidelines on the non-partisan activity of the Board
members. The Board, as a whole, spends a lot of
time on relevant issues and we all needed to be in
arsgmegt iow g handle sityations ag they migh,
arise. Many issues arose during the time of the
lawsuits and the Board needed to have one policy
to address the public and press, the Legislature,

l ongtime political anal ysndOtlger%rQUszohnsonos reports;
currently available. Other issues that were added to the Policy include

Our Facebook net fLikeso cammnuncaiens. fhe VQTER Rojlopgerdsthe 5 s t
Supreme Court judges, in January around the Now we use the state League website, eBlasts,

Womendés March, and i n Fe OWitpaangFagepook The Advogagyrand
shooting in Olathe made international news. People ~ Lobbying sections were discussed with changes
trying to make sense of current events are looking ~ @dded to make them relevant to today's legislature,
to League for answers. Other organizations may be  keeping in mind our non-partisan stance.

more nimble, but League is trustworthy because we  We are hoping the new Board, and subsequent

tie our posts to position statements. Boards can use them as guidelines in their work.

At the end of April 2016, we had 941 Facebook The policies should be reviewed on a regular basis.
followers. Wedve grown t dhePoliby8as adcépied by the cbrrernt Bdard d 1 ,
2017) with no paid advertising. We rely on a the March 25, 2017 Board meeting. The committee
chatbot to relay our Facebook posts to our 185 of two people from the Board and two off-Board
Twitter followers, inveterate #ksleg (Kansas members with lots of League experience had a
Legislature) watchers. series of meetings. They were: Carole Neal, Co-
We use all of the above communications methods President, Sarah Wyrick, Sharon Ailslieger, and
(media releases, hand delivery, newsletters, Betty Wyckoff, Chairperson.

website, Facebook and Twitter) to distribute Submitted by Betty Wyckoff

9



Development/Fundraising
The good news is that the LWVK has collected
above the budgeted amount for the last two years
thanks to contributions, mostly from members. The
bad news is that we have not even come close to
raising what would be necessary to support hiring
someone to staff the state office.
Ours is a volunteer organization, and while
members have a history of giving of their time, they
are less likely to contribute money. Those who do
contribute often designate that their contributions
are for the Education Fund. This limits how the
money can be spent.
Last year we received money willed to us from an
anonymous
gift which was much appreciated, but the League is
limited in how it can be spent as it went into the
Education Fund.
In the future, all members should consider
contributing to the LWVK. This can be
accomplished through yearly donations, through
volunteering their time, and through remembering
the League when they are doing estate
planning. The League has more flexibility if the
funds are not designated for the Education Fund.
| would like to thank all of you who have
contributed. Your gifts have been very much
appreciated!

Submitted by Jari Marietta

Membership Leadership Development
(MLD)

| was honored to serve the 2016 7 17 term as
Membership Leadership Development (MLD) State
Coordinator. For me, developing leadership is much
|l i ke Araising a cropoéé.
a League member and ensure the seed receives
the necessary nurturing to grow the League
member into a League leader. That nurturing
includes, among other things, providing information,
support, and mentoring. If the League is to
continue its much-needed and important work into
the next 100 years, the continued development of
leadership is imperative.

d o nThis Wias a geretowst e .

League might have the same official LWVUS
f? 3 ?he seerg tcf]
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Coordinating with LWV-US Shur Fellows, Katie
Thalken and Lineah Davey, and our LWV-US
Liaison, Kim Lauth, LWV-KS built successful
coaching relationships with 3 Leagues in the state:
Georgia Sandlin coaching the Emporia League,
Ann Sanders coaching the Topeka League, and |
coached the Manhattan League. The Wichita and
Lawrence Leagues expressed interest in
participating in the MLD coaching process but we
were not able to successfully match them with a
Coach. Continuing the LWV-US campaign for
Making Democracy Work, we focused on numerous
ways to continue to recruit membership and
volunteers to the League of Women Voters
including:

1 Immediately engaging those who express
interest in LWV,

1 Sending out regular communications with
updates, announcements of upcoming activities,
and volunteer opportunities,

1 Making sure that we are positive and
welcoming, and

1 Appropriate use of social media to recruit new
members and encourage ongoing members.

Submitted by Martha Pint

Membership

During calendar 2016, LWVK membership
increased from 790 to 869. In February and March,
2017, it increased to 931. (See chart, p. 11) Many
thanks to the nine local League roster managers
who keep the LWVUS database current i your
work is invaluable!

However, this growth
attractiveness in its community. For example, a

number for two years in a row 1 it o%kts Iikgtﬁalt
League is static, not doing anything. But in fact, that
League has gained new members, offsetting those
who moved away, died, etc.
To measure that attractiveness, an Excel
spreadsheet Retention Template went to the roster
managers in March 2017. It shows both new and
dropped members. 1t0s
Submitted by Ellen Miller

10

i sts

bei

mas k s

ng



Membership Chart
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and LWVK priorities.

Unit #

#001
#002

#004
#005
#009
#013
#016
#018
#028

#000

Name Official
LWVUS
1/31/15
Lawrence 127
Manhattan 96
Topeka 124
Wichita 82
JoCo 154
Salina 48
Emporia 50
Great Bend 21
Leavenworth 27
MALs 9
738

Official LWVUS  Official Active Active Numerical % change from
LWVUS change from prev month
prev month
1/31/16 1/31/17 2/21/17 3/21/17
125 163 166 167 1 0.60%
95 102 102 102 0 0.00%
145 131 129 144 15 11.63%
108 101 105 105 0 0.00%
182 223 234 260 26 11.11%
47 58 58 58 0 0.00%
49 53 53 54 1 1.89%
20 20 20 20 0 0.00%
18 15 15 15 0 0.00%
1 3 3 6 3 100.00%
790 869 885 931 46 5.20%

Archives Retention
To address overflowing files in the LWVK office, an
archives project was started during the summer,
2016. Currently we have deposits in both the KU
Spencer Library and in the Kansas State Historical
Society. Guidelines going forward include:

{1 Consolidate all deposits i paper and

electronic documents (e-docs) i in the KU

Spencer Library

Create a pilot project between LWVK and
the Spencer Library addressing the deposit
and usage of LWVK e-docs

Develop

a master

paper and e-docs that would guide current

and future boards

A draft Memo of Agreement between the library and
LWVK is under construction. It includes
responsibilities of each party. Once signed, existing
LWVK paper files would be deposited and details on
managing the e-docs process would be finalized.

Submitted by Ellen Miller and Anita Kaiser

Legislative Committee Report
The role of a legislative observer is to research,
report, and support current legislative issues based
on the principles and positions of LWV of the U.S.

It is their responsibility to become knowledgeable of
LWVK's legislative priorities and to select a specific
area of interest from among them. They will attend
committee meetings to observe actions and
members, and to record votes. Afterward, they send
a report to Melissa for editing and posting on
website, and contact Marge or Carole with
suggestions for League actions.
Observers must stay on top of their specific
legislative issue by following daily media, personally
interviewing experts, and attending informative
programs. Observers need to be prepared to meet
ret eMit!§9IgIdHOSG r i d for LWVKGs
The members of the Committee are Marge Ahrens,
Teresa Briggs, Carolyn Dale, Galen Dale, Paul
Johnson, Carolyn Jones, Cille King and Carrie
Lancaster. The Committee has met weekly during
the legislative session to report progress on the

following priorities:

1 Repeal of S.A.F.E. ACT: substitute election law
including same day voter registration, mail in

ballots

1 Taxation Reform: Return to 2012 income tax
rates and elimination of tax exemptions for

LLCOs,

Subchapter

SO

possible immediate tax such as gasoline sales
tax to cover emergency funding.

and

11



91 Public School Funding: Provide adequate and
equitable funding with emphasis on income tax
as primary state support.

1 Sustainable Water Use and Planning
1 Medicaid expansion

1 Enbhanced funding of services/entitlements
for TANF and Food Stamps

1 Gun control on college campuses

1 Strengthening the Kansas Open Meetings
Act and the Kansas Open Records Act

1 Adequate funding of public employee
retirement funds

Submitted by Alan Cowles and Marge Ahrens

The Kansas Open Meetings Act

In 2012 and 2013, | saw the Douglas County
Commission, the Lawrence City Commission and
the Lawrence-Douglas County Health Board cover
up a $750,000 lawsuit. | studied the 10 most
populous counties and the 10 most populous cities
of Kansas and found that 95 percent closed
meetings without giving the public any meaningful
information about the subjects they were going to
discuss in their closed sessions. Examination of the
Open Meetings Act revealed confusing wording that

LWVK Convention April 29, 2017

enabled these governing bodies to justify closing
meetings without giving any meaningful information
about the subjects they were going to discuss --
and thereby to conduct governmental business in
secrecy. See www.KansasOpenMeetings.org for
the details.
In 2016, Sen. marci francisco introduced a bill in the
Kansas Legislature to eliminate the confusing
wording in the Act. That bill remained with the
Senate Judiciary Committee until the end of the
2016 legislative session. In January 2017, Sen.
francisco (D) and Sen. Molly Baumgardner (R)
introduced the bill again. After two hearings and
additional small improvements, it was passed by
the Senate. Then it was combined by a Senate-
House Conference Committee, with updates to the
Kansas Open Records Act. It now awaits final
action.
The chances for final passage appear reasonably
good. Even if it is passed, we still will be challenged
to make sure our city and county boards and
commissions know that we expect. They must learn
to follow the requirements of the new Kansas Open
Meetings Act to fulfill the purpose of the Act that
"the conduct of governmental affairs and the
transaction of governmental business be open to
the public.”

Submitted by Alan L. Cowles, M.D., Ph.D.

The Legislative Observer Corps, left to right: Carolyn Jones, Medicaid expansion; Carrie Lancaster, open carry; M
elections; Cille King, electiate) Cowles, open meetings and Corps coordinator; Galen Dale, taxation; Paul Johnsc

analyst; Teresa Briggs, death penalty and Corps coordinator.

12



LOCAL LEAGUE PRESIDENTS
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Emporia Sarah Wyrick

Great Bend Jari Marietta

Johnson County (Special Director) Candy Birch

Lawrence/ Douglas County Debra Duncan & Marlene Merrill

Leavenworth Carolyn Tillotson

Manhattan/Riley County Marisa Larson

Salina Lori Trow

Topeka/ Shawnee County Judy Moler

Wichita Sharon Ailslieger & Barbara Fuller

LocAL LEAGUE REPORTS

LWV of Emporia

The Emporia League co-sponsored a candidate
forum and legislative dialogues with the Emporia
Chamber of Commerce. We also had our traditional
December brunch with Legislators, particularly
interesting this year with two newly elected
representatives in attendance with Senator
Longbine. Over the past year, we have had
wonderful and informative programs, such as
KanCare and possible Medicare expansion and
Beth Clarkson to talk about her statistical research
on possible tampering with voting machines in
Kansas

We once again collaborated with our county clerk
who trained us to manage mobile voting in the
primary and general elections at six senior housing
or long term care centers. Large print voter guides
were prepared by member Ann Havenhill and
distributed to the Senior Center and several other
sites including senior care and housing. We have
representation on the Governmental Matters
committee of the Chamber of Commerce so that we
are able to stay in touch with where they stand on
issues and can request their advocacy on matters
on which we have a position.

Submitted by Teresa Briggs

LWV of Great Bend

Webve been
held a candi dates?o
election. Approximately 100 people attended
the forum, and it received both newspaper and
radio coverage. The Great Bend Tribune ran
articles about the forum on three consecutive
days, and the forum was broadcast live by one
of the local radio stations.

Before the general election, the League
registered voters for the first time in several
years because of a
use the federal election form to register voters
for all elections: national, state, and local.

Members of the board have had specific duties,
and all of them performed well despite personal
and family health problems.

The League attempted to keep the public
informed about the League through Letters to
the Editor and articles in the paper.

The nominating committee for the local LWV
presented a full slate of candidates at our
Annual Meeting which was held on March 18,
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2017. All of the proposed officers and board
members were elected, and the Great Bend
LWV is ready to start a new year.

Submitted by Jari Marietta

LWV of Johnson County

In 2016-17, we used a new leadership model. Our
officers (Special Director, Vice-President,
Treasurer, and Secretary) acted as a team. At a
summer retreat, the full board planned events,
reviewed job responsibilities, identified our
leadership styles, and agreed on a system to track
our Long-Range Plan progress. The leadership
team chose t h eMobilieirgars

LWV of Lawrence/Douglas County

t h ey the past year we held 47 voter registration
Moving for Public Engagement. events, registering a total of 811 voters; an all
LWVJoCob6s programs f eat urmenberjmgeling tostratedgize qnivdter registvaton; s
of the state courts and experts on money in politics, a fAimeet the candidateso pic
juvenile justice, the death penalty, the battle for the  event; an afternoon with our state officials; Day at
ballot, and gun laws. Our Wine and Cheese the Capital; a garage sale; a Holiday Party; a
Preview Party drew 100+ attendees. Our Holiday training session for the Observer Corps; a New
Party honored all candidates for office. LWVJoCo Member Orientation. We held eight HOT TOPICS:
held four candidate Meet and Greets. Some of our Legislative Wrap-Up with Paul Johnson; Education
Legislative Coffees exceeded room capacity 8 a and the Common Core; Informed Voters, Fair

good problem. Judges Project; Meet our new City Manager;
presentation of the proposed LWVLDC position on
Economic Development; Public Education

(Finance) in Kansas; and Concealed Carry, the
Faculty Perspective.

We showed legislators their constituents are paying
attention by sending emails and postcards, making
phone calls, and posting on social media. In March,
35 of us spent a day at the capitol. LWVJoCo
advocated construction of a new courthouse and We participated in the KU Volunteer Fair; the
coronerdos facility (basedoorendclMagtchhdy ).awTteerclealSito
proposal passed overwhelming. The heart of parade; and the City of Lawrence transportation

LWVJoCobds political act i ctidy.iWe ranthesEast hawrenceiNaighbothdod d owur
voter registration drives and naturalization Association election. Members spent over 25 hours
ceremonies. League registered nearly 600 voters personally visiting 90 of the 143 suspense-listed
and approximately 650 new citizens (63 percent of voters.
those at ceremonies). Speakers Bureau was We cosponsored candidate forums for the Kansas
revitalized, with multiple programs each month at House of Representatives, Kansas Senate, Board
clubs and assisted living residences. Observer of Education, and County Commission; a town halll
Corps expanded, reporting on 13 governmental meeting on the school bond issue. We cosponsored
entities. Membership is 268; 105 new this year! Our 3 film and discussionond Gun Contr ol : ma
new-member mentoring program is popular. killing on guns, theeeimale and
Submitted by Candy Birch, Ann Sanders, change events, including the moviesi Bef or e t h.
Anita Kaiser, Eileen Manza F ! oadia Cl i mate Change and Er
Security in Trumpdbs White F
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Alan Cowles received our Helen Naramore Fluker our usual patterns, and especially to reach out to
Award for Open and Accessible Government for his  the youth in our community. The following are
work on open meetings. A Lawrence High student some of our successes:

received our $1,000 Stucky scholarship. The Brighton Report: The LWVMRC contracted a
This year our membership has increased 15 study by Kristin Brighton to discover reasons for the
percent (27 percent over the last two years); low youth vote in our area and the perceptions of
participation is definitely on the rise. We just League in the community.

adopted a position on Economic Development in MHKvotes: As a result, we gathered a group of

Lawrence and we are continuing our study on Local  young local leaders to study the issue and act.
Transportation, with an emphasis on the elderly and  yith League guidance and Board direction of Greg
di sabled. fAHot buttono i sypMtete grbup todkdWThBybGhized fofeld U d e

concealed carry on campus, a location for a bus drives, social events, and social media posts to
hub, and a proposed white water sports center at spur the vote.
Clinton Lake.

Kansas State Connections: Though we have often
Submitted by Debra Duncan & Marlene Merrill  conducted drives with Kansas State Student

Government, this last election cycle took on a fever
LWV of Leavenworth pitch. We were asked to give voter registration
workshops at sororities, student organizations, on-
going classes, and several with student governing
associations. This included follow-up workshops
as the rules for registration were changing daily
with court decisions. We were worked with two

We are a relatively new chapter and still a small
one. However, we have established a reputation for
well-run and well-attended candidate forums. We
had two in 2016, one in Leavenworth and

one in Lansing. In addition to the forums, we are public relations classes who chose increasing the
very aggressive about registering new voters. We visibility of the LWVMRC as the focus for their
offered registration at Leavenworth High School, semester projects. (With Dr. Angela Zhang and Dr.
Lansing High school, and several nursing and Barbara DeSanto.)

retirement homes, as well as Leavenworth Public Programs and Lunch with League: We continue
Library. programs to bring our state and local legislators,

In more recent months, we held a meeting to allow county commissioners, and school board members
the public to hear from our new state legislators, together with our community through round table
and another one to dialogue with the current discussions, candidate forums, and panels. We
Leavenworth county commission, which has anew  have had speakers from the press, environmental
member and chairman. The public was invited to boards, Kansas State professors, and retired
attend that one, also. legislators. We completed a new health care study

Submitted by Carolyn Tillotson and education funding study as well.

Voter Registration: Under the direction of Voter

. Chair, Maurine Pruitt, we held a multitude of voter
LWV of Manhattan/Riley County registration drives, often in concert with other

the last two years becoming bold, active, and registration forms submitted.

visible. We have always been a positive force in
the community and are highly regarded as the
source of campaign forums, voter registration, and
local action. However, the current climate
encouraged us to try new initiatives, to step out of

This is just a sample of what we having been doing.
We still have so much more we want to accomplish!

Submitted by VP Catherine Hedge

15



LWV of Salina

Itdéds been a busy year.
getting out into the community. We held eight voter
registration drives, partnering with several
community groups, high schools and colleges. We
held four Lunch and Learns on varying topics:
Afgreen cemeterieso and
rural health care issues from director of the
Lindsborg Community Hospital; news on cancer

and prevention from Tammy Walker Cancer Center;
Educat i dnthis®iennitne wedsrchased three billboards:

and Salina Adul't
Partners4Success program. We put on two
candidate forums, including our first for a primary
election. We had a Fall Issues Forum with the two
women justices from the Kansas Supreme Court.
We held our annual summer potluck and
participated in the Tri-Rivers Fair Parade. We
posted AYour Vote
community leading up to fall elections. We sent out
our finance drive letter in February. We maintain a
Facebook page, and we are beginning to update
our website with help from Terry Erisman. A new
event we have started is our Saturday afternoon
postcard-writing group. Every Saturday afternoon,
anyone who wishes can join us at 2:00 at Ad Astra
Books & Coffee and write postcards to our
legislators -- we provide postcards, stamps and
addresses. In 6 weeks, we have sent out 100
postcards. We also have a program on our local

home

Matterso

LWVK Convention April 29, 2017

Community Access TV station hosted by member
T CHONE I AR

g Salina downtown
development project called Salina 2020 (and were
happy to have LWVK co-presidents Marge & Carole
present).

funer al s; Syemited by Lori Trow

LWV of Topeka -Shawnee County

0oTu vota cuent a.

en Noviembre. 6

Your Vote Matters!
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They were purchased and placed in coalition with
LULAC and the NAACP in neighborhoods with
historic low voter turnout.

Carole Jordan issued monthly press releases about
the upcoming Tuesday Topics speakers, about the
billboards, new voting machines, and local studies.
The enhanced PR resulted in multiple stories and
television coverage; and television and other
appearances for our president, including the WIBW

LWV of Salina
marcher with sash reading,

ifnVotes ftor Al

Thanks to all the
local Leagues that
sent in photos.

You can see them in a
slide show by intern
Natasha Martinez.
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